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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Last month's edition of this newsletter contained
an article giving a winter finch forecast. Each
year, Ontario Field Ornithologist Ron Pittaway
makes predictions for the winter movements of
boreal bird species that sometimes move further
south to Lower Michigan and southern Ontario.
The forecast is based on cone and berry crops
present in the boreal forests. Based on
observing a healthy food crop in the north, Ron
forecast a poor flight year for this winter,
meaning the birds would stay in the far north. |
do not know how accurate he has been in the
past, but it appears this year's flight might be
better than he expected. As of mid-November,
purple finches have been reported from several
locations in southern Michigan, including our
area. White-winged crossbills, pine siskins, and
common redpolls have been observed in the
northwestern part of the Lower Peninsula. I've
been told there is much winter finch activity in
the Upper Peninsula. Let's hope good numbers
of those birds move our way. Keep your feeders
filled and your eyes open.

~Bruce Cohen

Pine Siskin

Dedicated to creating a greater awareness, appreciation, and
understanding of the interrelatedness of all Michigan's
wild places and wildlife and the need for stewardship.

DECEMBER 1 PROGRAM

Plants to Attract Wildlife
Ron Overton, Master Gardener

American Goldfinch on Rudbeckia laciniata

This month’s program will be given by Ron
Overton, a Master Gardener who is the
Volunteer Coordinator at Beal Botanical
Garden as well as a longtime volunteer for the
MSU Horticulture Gardens. Ron has a passion
for plants, and loves to share his knowledge
with visitors. He'll share his favorite plants for
wildlife with us, emphasizing birds, and
describe how to grow them successfully in
your garden.

Join us for an informative look at all the great
wildlife plants you can add to your landscape!

Food and Socializing at 7:00pm; Program beginsat7  :30
Fenner Nature Center, Mt. Hope and Aurelius

http://mynaturecenter.org/

(Photos this page — Jim Hewitt)



VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
CaEJitaI Area Audubon will be conducting its
66" annual Christmas Bird Count this month
on Saturday Dec 17". The Audubon Christmas
Bird Count is the most important and long
running bird census in the United States. If you
have never participated in a CBC, why not give
it a try this year? You'll get plenty of fresh air
and exercise, but more importantly you'll make
a lot of great memories. My husband Jim and |
have helped with the count since 1982 and
have had many great experiences. | wish I'd
kept a brief diary over the years, but the
coordinator has saved our tally sheets and
looking through them brings it all back. One
year we were treated to flocks of beautiful
Pine Grosbeaks feeding along the road- one of
our best birds ever.( Of course we had just
come back from seeing them at Algonquin
State Park in Ontario a few short weeks
before.) And then there was the time we were
stopped by the Meridian Township police for
driving erratically at 3 am in the morning...
..."But Officer, we are out here looking for
owls, and we got turned around!”
“Step out of the car please, sir”.
...If you'd like to help a great cause and make
a few memories of your own (hopefully NOT
involving local law enforcement) give Tom
Wheeker a call or email him (see contact info
below). Or, contact a leader in the area you'd
like to cover (see following article). Don’t worry
if your birding skills are not “expert”. We need
your eyes, and the more people out there, the
more birds we’ll see.
After the count Lee and Roger Laylin host a
Tally Party at their home on Sandhill Road with
lots of great food. This will be the 34™ year
they have hosted the tally. Lee always makes
a big batch of chili. It's a tradition that we all
look forward to after a day outside. Partygoers
also get a free handmade paper bird
Christmas ornament. Every year a different
bird is featured. We hope we’ll see you at the
party, too! For more info contact Tom Wheeker
dorowheeker@cablespeed.com or:517-628-3843
~Ann Hancock

2011 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

by CBC Coordinator Tom Wheeker

On Saturday, December 17, 2011 , the
Capital Area Audubon Society will sponsor its
66th consecutive Christmas Bird Count . We
need all the eyes that we can get out into the
field. So, plan to participate and bring your
relatives, your friends and even your casual
acquaintances.

Participation is open to people of all skill
levels. Anyone who wants to help is
welcome. You do not have to be a member
of Capital Area Aududon.

The count circle is divided into different areas,
each with its own leader. A map of the areas
can be found on the CAAS website
www.capitalareaaudubon.org . A list of Area
Leaders is below. Pick an Area and give the
Leader a call. If you can’t access the map, if
you can't decide, or if you just want to help
where it's needed most, call Tom Wheeker at
517-628-3843.

A final note--National Audubon requires that
we collect $5.00 from each participant over 18
to help defray its costs to compiling and
publishing the data.

AREA 1 Jim Hewitt: 517-337-8409

AREA 2 Tom Wheeker: 517-628-3843
AREA 3 Barb Hosler: 517- 281-6595
AREA 4 Susan Clark 517-627-8536

AREA 5 Ron Eggleston: 517-394-1372
AREA 6 John Baumgartner: 517-627-5211
AREA 7 Jim McGrath: 517-655-5349
AREA 8 Jerry Lisiecki 517-543-9797
AREA 9 Clara Bratton: 517-339-0271

AREA 10 Lee and Roger Laylin: 517-349-3249
AREA 11 Ann Hancock: 517-336-4271



BIRDING TREASURE

Sometimes you get lucky in all the wrong
places.

While staying near Orlando over Memorial
weekend a few years back, we decided on a
whim to visit Gatorland. Expecting the usual
cheesy displays of man vs alligator, baited
jumping, and the like, we were totally
unprepared for what this park had to offer.
Scores of alligators cruise the 10-acre
breeding marsh at the center of the compound
but it was not gators that captured our
attention.

The tall trees and lush vegetation surrounding
this marsh fostered an active, raucous rookery
teaming with nesting herons, egrets, storks,
and ibises at varying stages of development,
from unhatched egg to fledgling. High atop the
trees, anhingas and cormorants sunned
themselves, seemingly oblivious to the racket
below. We couldn't believe the sheer numbers
and variety, and our good fortune to be
witnessing it.

The surrounding wooden boardwalk and 3-
story observation tower allowed unparalleled
views of nests, young, and ever-vigilant
parents tending to their duties. Unbelievably,
some of the nests were within arm's reach of
visitors.

Gators not absorbed with sunbathing slowly
cruised the waters like floating logs, with
bulging eyes riveted on nests overhanging the
water. The gators did look pretty well fed.

| have since learned that Gatorland Alligator
Breeding Marsh and Bird Rookery was chosen
in 2000 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission as part of its Great
Florida Birding Trail.

Just remember to bring your binoculars when
you visit!

More info at:
www.gatorland.com
www.floridabirdingtrail.com

~Debbie Wolf

NOVEMBER MEETING RECAP

Astronomer Robert Miller gave a very
interesting presentation on light pollution. His
talk centered on the significant costs
associated with the entirely preventable
excess of artificial lighting. These include the
depletion of finite resources, wasted dollars,
and the adverse impacts on the health of
humans, birds and other animals, and plants.
He said while most people seem open to the
idea of using efficient, targeted outdoor
lighting where needed and of retrofitting
wasteful fixtures, pockets of stiff resistance
remain in certain local universities and
municipalities. Mr. Miller cited one example of
a local business where adequate lighting was
effectively deployed and confined to the
premises: Brookfield Shell on Grand River
east of Hagadorn.

A nice array of home-baked refreshments was
provided by Carol Seamon, Debbie Wolf, and
Susan Schuur. Thank you!

Welcome to our Newest Members

Susan Kendall
Jane and Bruce Smith
and Thanks to our Returning Members

Glenn and Maryanne Belyea
Rick and Jan Bernsten
Joseph and Cindi Martineau
David Marvin

Doug McWhirter

Art and Betty Seagull
Dennis Skriba

Gerald and Cora Urquhart

Puzzles and Things

Puzzled about what to do this winter? -
Prepare for the long snowy winter and get
your jigsaw puzzles at the December meeting.
There will be a very good selection of bird,
animal, Christmas, and comic puzzles priced
to sell. If you have used puzzles, please
consider donating those to the table. All funds
raised will go to the backpack project.

~Lee Laylin



PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE

Winterberry, llex verticillata

This plant, which most of us know as
“Michigan Holly”, is widely distributed in North
America. It can be found as far south as
Florida, and west to Missouri. In the fall and
winter the swamps and low areas around the
Lansing area brighten with the fruit of

winterberries, which give a welcome dash of
red to the bleak and snowy landscape.

| have enjoyed seeing this plant in full fruit in
Maine, where it is actually far more abundant
than in Michigan. Along the coast there are
actually pure stands of this plant and they are
a truly spectacular sight at this time of year.
Winterberry is adapted to wet soils and can be
found in standing water, making it an excellent
choice for moist areas in the landscape. It will
do best in full sun but tolerates partial shade.
Acid soil with a pH no higher than 6.5 is
needed for best growth. Moist soil suits it best,
but it also makes good growth in normal
garden soil.

This species, like all hollies, needs a male
pollinator for optimum fruit set. Michael Dirr*
suggests ‘Raritan Chief’ as the best male
pollinator for most cultivars. Your local nursery
can advise you on the best male for pollinating
the female cultivar you pick.

Birds such as Robins, Northern Mockingbirds,
Bluebirds and Hermit Thrushes relish the fruit
of this plant, so the fruit display does not
usually persist all winter. | vividly recall the
sight of 7 bluebirds feeding on the winterberry
in the MSU Horticulture gardens after a big
December snowstorm.
Winterberry is an excellent plant for shrub
borders and naturalizing. Plant it and enjoy all
the birds it will bring to your landscape with its
gorgeous berries.

~Ann Hancock

* Dirr, Michael. 2009. Manual of Woody Landscape
Plants. Stipes Publishing, Champaign, IL

CAPITAL AREA BIRD OBSERVATION
REPORT

Summer and Fall Highlights

Just when you think it couldn’t get any better
— BOOM - another great bird shows up! The
news of a Western Grebe at Lake Lansing
was exciting. Only a few lucky observers got
to see this bird. Hopefully this bird (or another
just like it) will make a return visit.

The grebe was not the only quality bird to
make an appearance. No less than three
sightings of Northern Goshawks were
reported and Northern Shrikes were seen at
several locations.

With above normal temperatures this late Fall
and early Winter, warblers and shorebirds
seemed to linger. The award for most notable
lingering species goes to an Ovenbird seen on
November 2nd. If the warm weather
continues, more late departures could be
seen.

Winter finches could be arriving any day. Last
winter, finches were in short supply.
Good Birding ,

~Jeff Pavlik, CABOR Compiler



ALLEGAN FIELD TRIP RECAP

The unusual November temperatures
starting in the high fifties in the morning was
a break from the past trip experiences. The
dozen birders did not have to brave the cold,
only the beach winds. The mostly cloudy but
bright light gave us good viewing of the birds
in both the water and the sky. There were
two to three foot waves on the lake and
some of the rafts of waterfowl were within
good viewing distance. Once we headed
inland it was decidedly a comfortable day for
Novemberl3

Starting at Douglas beach we found
numerous flocks of Red-breasted
Mergansers flying south and small rafts of
Scoters diving in the surf. Rick Brigham, our
field trip leader, shared with the group that
this beach location is a point protruding out
in the lake and contains shoals that provide
food for the diving waterfowl. We were lucky
to see three species of Scoters; Black,
White-wing and Surf. An occasional
Common Loon, Horned and Pied-billed
Grebes were spotted in the swells.
Periodically Buffleheads and Golden-eyes
were spotted flying low over the lake. A
flock of Bonaparte Gulls flew by before we
left the beach area.

Before leaving the lake front we stopped at
Oval Beach and got some good views of
Common Loons. Inland along the
Kalamazoo River we picked up a Lesser
Black-backed Gull and a very odd Coot
which had gray plumage and light a pink bill.
A large flock of Sandhill Cranes graced us at
one location by flying overhead calling and
eventually landing in the marsh right in front
of us. Along one of the roads we stopped to
view 350 to 400 Cranes feeding and resting
in a field

Before heading to the Allegan State Game
Area we lunched at the “famous” Cranes
Restaurant and enjoyed the pies and ice
cream desserts.

In the refuge area of the Fennville Unit of the
Allegan SGA we were able to find a blue-
morph Snow Goose among the hundreds of
geese. In the High Banks Unit, after spotting
several Red-headed Woodpeckers, we had
recorded every woodpecker except the Hairy
(including two Pileated).

In total almost 40 species of birds were
recorded for the field trip thanks to Rick.

Some of the participants on the Allegan field trip

~Article and photo by Ed Merz

FEEDER TIPS

Recently wildlife rehabilitators have noticed
a spike of conjunctivitis in House finches.
This disease is spread by contamination at
feeders, so it is important to keep your
feeders as clean as possible. | believe that
Wild Birds Unlimited offers feeder cleaning
as a service for 5.00 per feeder. If you wish
to clean feeders yourself, a 1:9 solution of
bleach or vinegar does a good job. Soak at
least 3 minutes, and remove encrusted
build- up with a stiff brush. Rinse well, and
air dry thoroughly before refilling the feeder.
Cleaning once a week is recommended.
Also, remember to remove old/mildewed
seed from beneath feeders frequently.

~Ann Hancock



